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Robert Geneslaw Co.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS 368 New Hempstead Rd. #320
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Robert Geneslaw, AICP OFFICE (845) 368-1785
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We are in receipt of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Draft Generic

Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS) for the Rock Hill Town Center project dated April
15, 2008,

We have reviewed the document with attention to “scope and content”, which the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) describes as critical prior to public review and
distribution of the document to involved agencies. Specifically, we have reviewed the
document to determine whether the document addresses all required topics discussed in the
approved scoping document and in 6 NYCRR 617, the implementing regulations for SEQRA.
A review of the content also includes checking the document for consistency, factual
accuracy, and readability by non-technical persons. [nevitably some comments may border
on “substantive” rather than “‘completion” comments, and wherever at doubt, we have
included them here. However, this review by no measure encompasses a comprehensive
“substantive” review on our part.

Under SEQRA, the lead agency has 45 days from receipt of the document to determine
whether the document is complete for public review. There is no automatic penalty for
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exceeding this timeframe, but the lead agency should be aware of the timeframe and
diligently work to meet it.

in a previous review memorandum, we had recommended that the project be reviewed as a
Generic Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS) that establishes the broad impacts that
this “conceptual plan” may have. The project sponsor indicates that they concur with this
process, and have prepared a DEIS/DGEIS with the intention of evaluating Phase 1 and 1A
as a DEIS and the balance as a DGEIS.

The advantage to a generic review is that as the project is designed and revised in more
detail in the future, no further environmental review will be required so long as the project
adheres to thresholds established in the DGEIS. A DGEIS prescribes in advance where
additional environmental review is to be conducted. Where additional environmental review
is required due to unforeseen changes after completion of the GEIS, such review can be
performed as an Environmental Assessment Form rather than as a supplemental DEIS,
which would be required if a non-generic review is performed.

The following are specific items that we believe need to be addressed prior to acceptance by
the Planning Board for public dissemination and review. The Board will also receive
comments by the Town Engineer and the Traffic Consultant.
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GENERAL COMMENTS

1.

An executive summary must not contain any information that is not otherwise
described in the main text of the document. This seems to be the case with the Rock
Hill Town Center DEIS/DGEIS. To the extent that information in the main text of the
document requires revision, it follows that the Executive Summary may also require
revision.

. We support the approach of a combined DEIS/DGEIS given the nature of the

proposal. However, it is not always clear whether the discussion of propesals,
quantities, impacts and mitigation refers to the DEIS portions for Phases 1 and 1A; ar
to the DGEIS for the balance of the proposal.

As a Generic EIS, each mitigation section should identify where additional
environmental review will be required in the future

The DEIS has only scattered references to the need for sidewalks, walking paths,
bicycle paths, their objectives and generalized locations. For example, should they be
oriented to on site circulation for school children to use to get to the school bus, to
connect to the existing commercial area of Rock Hill, for recreational walking, efc..

It is our opinion that, for ease of review by the public and involved agencies, figures
and maps should be presented directly after they are referenced.

The plans refer to the 58+/- acres on the east side of Glen Wild Road as not to be
developed. Was the acreage used to establish density and lot count? What entity will
own this land over the long term? How will it be protected?

. In various places the existing stone walls are referred to generally that many, if not

most, would be removed, Since many of the buyers of units will be from outside the
area, we believe the sione walls will be a desirable visual feature and should be

retained whenever possible. The document also describes their environment
aftributes,

The term “Town Center” is used to identify the entire proposal and also to describe
the commercial portion. 1t would be beneficial to have separate terms.

In various places in the document, there should be a discussion of the disposition of

open space and undeveloped lands in forms of ownership, easements, other
protections, etc..

10. Scoping item not found - Please provide a bulleted list of specific waivers or variances

required,

11.Abbreviations should not be used in the first reference. The full name should be used

in the first reference. For example, on p.1-32 see 3/Water/wastewater Treatment
Plant Alternative reference to EGLLM Facilities,
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

p.1-1 It would be helpful if the information in the constructing phasing plans narrative
on p. 3.1-14 were included in the Executive Summary

p.1-4 Narrative refers to offsite transport of excess soil material with 520 trucks. Are
these truck trips, or should the figure be doubled for trips?

p.1-8 There are references to eagles being expected to be present only during the
winter months. However, we have heard anecdotal reports of eagles being seen in
this general part of the county during warmer times of year. Further investigation may
be warranted.

p.1-12 The reference {o 488 single family detached dwelings shouid be 448.
In paragraph beginning “The site falls.... Please clarify the phrase “ Lays zoned HC«
2.

p.1-14 Concept sketches showing the extent of road widening at recommended
locations would be helpful here and/or in the Traffic section.

p.1-19 Visual Resources - Site Design, second paragraph please clarify the sentence
beginning “Between these existing trees would be retained,...."

Architecture and Landscaping — The statement should be supplemented with graphic
material such as building elevations, pedestrian based views, and other iliustrations of
the design concepts.

p.1-20 Historic and Archaeological “Services” “(should be Resources)', Narrative
indicates that a Phase 1B investigation will be made and a summary included in the
FEIS. Inorder to fully evaluate the study finding and to incorporate any mitigation into
the plan, it is recommended that the results of the 1B study be available prior to the
FEIS stage of the review.

p.1-21 Schools — Can Monticelio Central School District buses use private roads?

p.1-21 Community Facilities and Services — This section should indicate that the main
road is being offered for dedication and the Town would then be responsible for
maintenance, snow removal and repair. There should also be reference to the cost to
the Town of providing these services.

p.1-22 Fire Protection — indicates that fire hydrants will be installed. The cost and
maintenance aspects should be included.

p.1-29 Noise — Correct second sentence in paragraph beginning, “Typical, blasting
results....”
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